
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President’s Message 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

President’s Message 1   

Community Service 1 

MCREA Meeting/Luncheon 2 

Executive Board Membership 2 

In Memoriam   2 

MCREA Trip to Bella Italia 3 

Pictures from Trip to Italy 3 

MCREA Scholarship Recipients 4  

Important Information for Retirees 4 

 In Memory of Alan Wilson 5 

Determining Medicare Payments  5 

Important Information for Retirees cont. from p. 4 5 

Publication Dates 6 

MCREA Web Address 6 

Shutterfly Address  6 

Members Address Update  6 

Contact List 6 

Save the Date 6 

Opt Out 6 

 

By Cindy Braddock 

 

Your executive board and officers remain busy with a myriad 

of activities throughout the year, and there is always an 

opportunity to volunteer in some capacity in our association.  

For example, NJEA Lobby Days will be held June 21, 25, and 

28th.  We all need to focus our energies on having the state 

legislature pass Governor Murphy’s budget.  Whether you 
choose to join our Government Relations committee in 

visiting the State House, writing letters to your local paper, 

sending emails to your legislators, or making a quick phone 

call to them, your efforts will have a direct impact. We only 

need to remember the passage of Chapter 78 in 2011, which 

stripped us of our Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA’s) for the 
next twenty or more years. 

 

In that vein, we are requesting that you complete a postcard 

explaining how Chapter 78 has impacted your life.  Here are 

some implications of this law, and the critical issues you may 

be dealing with: worry about maintaining your current health 

benefits and for new retirees contributing to your healthcare 

coverage; or the need to initiate your Social Security benefits 

earlier than anticipated, or delay SS payments because of 

the lack of a COLA; a dream deferred to relocate; or fearful 

that escalating property taxes will cause you to lose your 

home. We all have a personal story to tell, and it’s proven to 
be most effective when your legislator hears directly from 

you.  Remember, your voice and your vote count! 

 

You will find this issue filled with the positive impact our 

members have made in the community.  Thanks to your 

generosity and contributions, local students have benefitted 

from the summer camp at Homefront, a very worthwhile 

endeavor undertaken by our extraordinary Community 

Service Chairpersons, Fran Whitworth and Mary Jo Klockner.  

Another example that demonstrates your belief in public 
education, is the MCREA Scholarship Fund, under the 

direction of the dynamic Carmela DeMarco.  Read all about 

our three recipients in this issue. 

 

As my term as president ends, I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of you who have volunteered in some capacity, 

whether it be as an officer or executive board member, a 

Lobby Day participant, phone banker during the election 

cycles, committee member, letter writer, e-mailer, or caller to 

your legislator, and the list goes on.  It’s been an honor and 
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Welcome summer!  I believe we all have, 

as F. Scott Fitzgerald said, “That familiar 
conviction that life was beginning over 

again with the summer.” As retirees, we 
don’t experience the same relief and 
excitement as summer approaches, but 

many of us still believe the “real year” 
begins in September and ends in June.  
 

a pleasure to represent you these past four years.  Even 

though I will not be serving in an official capacity, my 

advocacy for public education and its retirees will never 

waver.  All the best to you! 

With appreciation, 

Cindy Braddock 

 

By Fran Whitworth and Mary Jo Klockner 
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Community Service 
 

On behalf of MCREA, we thank our dedicated members 

who supported our partnership with HomeFront. Our spring 

campaign collected $680.  Your monetary gifts from our 

Fall and Spring Luncheons will provide several weeks of 

summer camp. HomeFront's Summer Camp program has 

established a safe, fun and enriching environment for their 

youthful clients who could otherwise be left unsupervised.  

Stocking HomeFront's shelves with various pantry items, 

especially kid friendly foods, shows an additional level of 

caring by our members. Your donations help secure 

HomeFront's ability to provide their clients and families so 

many daily necessities we often take for granted.  

We are indebted to members who have elected to 

support HomeFront with charitable giving.  MCREA 

appreciates those who continue to choose HomeFront 
along with us as a community service. 

Thank you. 

 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
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MCREA Spring Meeting/Luncheon 
 By Pat Durastanti 

The MCREA Spring Luncheon was held on Wednesday, 

May 9, 2018 at Mercer Oaks. Attendees included 113 

Members and guests. Steve Beatty, NJEA Secretary-

Treasurer, Sarah Geiger, Pensions/Benefits and MaryBeth 

Beichert, Government relations, discussed current issues 

affecting NJREA members. 

Sean Spiller, NJEA Vice President also addressed the 

group and introduced us to his son Tyson, through 

pictures. Walter Krichling swore in the new executive 

board members. 

Carmella DeMarco announced three MCREA  Scholarship 

recipients and presented them with the MCREA 

Scholarship award of $1,000.00 each. 

As always, Mercer Oaks provided us with a delicious 

luncheon and excellent service. 

Our Fall Luncheon Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

October 24, 2018 at Mercer Oaks. 

Call 

Now



      
  

     
  
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

MCREA’s Trip to Bella Italia 

 

On April 7th, seven members and friends set out on a 

twelve-day escorted tour of the Italian Lakes and 

North Italy.  The tour, Italy’s Treasures… Art, Food & 
Wine, let us see another side of Italy in the Tuscan 
countryside. 

  

From the moment we arrived in Milan, we were 

greeted by our tour manager, Cinthya, who quickly 

made us feel at ease as she introduced us to the other 

seven members of our tour group hailing from 

Australia, Great Britain, Tennessee and Florida.  

  

Our travels began in Stresa on Lago Maggiore, a large 

lake located on the south side of the Alps, from where 

we were transported by boat to our welcome dinner 

on Isola dei Pescatri.  In the days following we 

explored Sestri Levante on the Ligurian coast and 

traveled by rail through the medieval villages of the 

Cinque Terra, perched on the edge of the sea.  Next, 

we headed to Tuscany, via Lucca, the birthplace of 

Puccini, for a relaxing stay at an elegant 18th century 

villa.  During this time we were led on daily walking 

tours of Florence, Siena and Cortona by local guides.    

 

A highlight of the trip was a visit to a winery in Tuscany 

that showcased the wine cellar, family estate, 

vineyards and olive groves. (The winery is run by 
women.)  We participated in a Tuscan cooking lesson 

and enjoyed an authentic Tuscan lunch. En route to 

Venice, our final destination, we stopped in Bologna 

where we took a guided walking tour of the center, 

which is virtually unchanged since the Renaissance. 

 

Of course, we sampled more local delicacies  

including mortadella, the pride of Bologna.  In Venice 

we enjoyed a boat trip to Murano Island for a 

fascinating glass blowing demonstration and the 

opportunity to purchase a one-of-kind piece of glass 

or jewelry.  A local guide showed us some of the 

renowned sites of the city such as the Clock Tower, St. 

Mark’s Basilica, the Bridge of Sighs, and a visit to the 
Doge’s Palace.  A gondola ride during which we were 
serenaded ended the day.  Our last evening 

concluded with a spectacular dinner al fresco under 

the Venetian stars. 

 

Our tour manager from Collette Tours made this travel 

experience truly memorable.  Cinthya was a wealth of 

information and managed the tour with the utmost 
professionalism.  She respected each member of “la 

famiglia” (as she affectionately called us) and 
personalized the trip for each of us.   

A special thanks to Cindy Braddock and Karen Aiello, 

who worked tirelessly with Collette and AAA to make 

sure that every detail was addressed.  The trip from 

pickup in Hamilton to return from Newark Airport went 

off with not one hitch!  Bravo!!  

 

Last, but not least, thank you to my travel mates, 

Karen, Cindy, Palma, Catherine, Fran and Gerry…the 
Jersey Girls.  I always had someone with whom to 

enjoy one more gelato.  It was a spectacular trip! 

Grazie!! 
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By Joan Nagy 

 

Pictures from Italy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

            

 

         

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

MCREA News                 Page 4 

 

 

 

In April, the Mercer County Retired Educators 

Association Scholarship Committee reviewed 

applications from six Mercer County High Schools.  

Again, this year, the MCREA Scholarship Committee is 

awarding three scholarships. The finalists selected are: 

Zainab Farooq from Hamilton High School North – 
Nottingham, Michelle Liu and Angelo Guo, both seniors 

at West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South. 

 

During her four years at Nottingham, Zainab Farooq has 

maintained an exemplary academic record in her 

Honors and Advanced Placement classes – all A’s.  She 
is ranked second in her senior class of 329 based on an 

unweighted system. 

 

Zainab is Secretary of the Medical Careers Club, 

member of the National Honor Society, Art Honor 

Society, and the Science Honor Society. She tutors 

students at the Seal Academy Summer Camp and is a 

volunteer storyteller at a nearby elementary school. 

Zainab, a peer leader, works with freshmen to help them 

transition into high school.  

 

Accepted at numerous colleges, Zainab has chosen to 

attend Rutgers University in New Brunswick. She will 

pursue a career in medicine.  

 

Our next two recipients are currently seniors at West 

Windsor High School South. 
 

Michelle Liu’s high school record is quite impressive as 
she has maintained an A average in both Honors and 

Advanced Placement classes starting in her freshman 

year. Michelle is an AP scholar and a member of both 

the Math Honor Society and the National Honor Society. 

In addition to her academic accomplishments, Michelle 

is the Tennis Team Captain, the Principal Chair Violist in 

the Orchestra and is a tennis instructor at a Tennis Camp 

for Autistic Youth. 

 

Michelle is the both the founder and president of 

Ambassadors for Autism, a nonprofit with over eighty 

high school members. The group holds fundraisers to 

benefit autism research. Michelle is also a published 

author as she has written a resource manual for parents 

of autistic youth. 

 

Michelle has been accepted at numerous colleges but, 

will attend Brown University in the fall. She plans to 

pursue a career in Data Analysis and Research, 

Sociology. 
 

During his four years in high school, Angelo Guo has 

maintained all A’s in both Honors and Advanced 
Placement courses. He is a member of both the National 

Honor Society and the Math Honor Society. Additionally, 

Angelo is a Peer Leader, Student Council Secretary, and 

Orchestra Council Vice President. He is also the 

Concertmaster of the Philharmonia Orchestra where he 

teaches underclassmen musicians, leads the first violin 

section, and leads sectional rehearsals. 

 

 

Angelo has been a member of the Cross Country, 

Volleyball, and Winter Track Teams. He also 
participates in Martial Arts Tournaments and has won 

both gold and silver medals in the Wushu-Kungfu 

category. Angelo is a volunteer martial arts teacher. 

He also plays the violin for patients at a Dialysis Center. 

In September, Angelo will continue his education at 

the University of Pennsylvania. He plans to pursue a 

career in healthcare/medicine. 

 
Members of the MCREA Scholarship Committee are:  Lynn 

Fonde, Lorraine Hall, Janet Jarrett, Bette Kirk, Stacy Santo, 

Gloria Sapnar,  Cindy Braddock, ex officio and Carmela De 
Marco, Chair. 

 

By Carmela DeMarco 

 

MCREA Scholarship Recipients 
 

Front row: Carmela Demarco 

Back Row: Zainab Farooq, Michelle Liu,  and Angelo Guo 

Left to right: Sean Stiller, Carmela DeMarco, Michelle Liu, Zainab 

Farooq, Angelo Guo, Cindy Braddock and Steve Beatty 

There has been multiple reports of members receiving a 

solicitation in the mail from Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), urging 

recipients to complete a survey and contribute money 

to NRTWLDF.  

  

Here’s what you need to know: 
  

NRTWLDF is well-funded organization by anti-union interests 

like the Kochs and the Waltons.  

  

NRTWLDF is representing Mark Janus in the Janus v. AFSCME 

case currently before the Supreme Court. 

 

What is the Janus Case and why should you care? 

Our health benefits and pensions are under constant 
scrutiny and attacks. Under the Janus Case, it will be illegal 

to collect "fair share fees" from non-members, essentially 

giving non-members benefits for free-which weakens our 

unions. The Supreme Court is considering this case right 

now! Imagine where we all would be if we did not stick 

together? 

 

Continued on page 5 

Important Information for Retirees 
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In Memory of Alan Wilson 
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some days after that, as I walked down the Lawrence High 

School, this booming voice rang out again, “Great meet 
coach. I like what you are doing with the Girl’s Track team.” 
I approached him and introduced myself and asked whose 

parent he was. He laughed and said “None of them are 
mine but they are all my kids.” That was my introduction to 
Alan Wilson, way back in the mid-1980s as I coached and 

he worked at Lawrence. Thus began a friendship that would 

last over 30 years.  He was my “big friend with an even 
bigger heart”.  To say that I was saddened about his passing 
would be an understatement.  

 

Alan had a way of overwhelming the room when he came 

in – and it had nothing to do with his size. His personality was 

one that allowed him to befriend you and speak like he had 

known you his entire life. His love for people and life was 

contagious. That laugh, oh that laugh, echoed with such a 

way that you could not help but join in (even if you were 

laughing at each other). He was truly a rare mix of instant 

friendship, a crescendoing laugh, and care for people that 

made it hard not to like/love him.  Now don’t get me wrong. 
His military background had him a lover of order and 

protocol, but it was done in such a way, that those he had 

been charged to lead, still found time to have fun even 

during business. 

 

From my observations, Alan had 3 basic loves: friends, 

family, and faith. Alan had a great cadre of friends that 

grew exponientally with each day. He used his expanding 
friend base, along with his commitment to service, to be 

active in so many groups. I shared his tremendous talents 

with the Mercer County Education Association (serving as 

1st Vice-President before retiring), New Jersey Education 

Association, National Education Association, Mercer 

County Retired Educators’ Association as well as his many 

positions he held while employed by the Lawrence Board of 

Education. He was even honored as the 2015 Educational 

Support Professional of the Year. But he was so much more 

than any position he held; more so, he made the position 

instead of the other way around. Ask the Christines, the 

Beths, the Madas, and many more, Alan was a friend that 

was often closer than family (dang, he was often 

considered family!). 

 

He loved his family, often beaming as he shared about 

Bubbi, his mom, or his son, Marcus, and the sheer 

excitement he was about Marcus’ upcoming wedding to 

Maureen.  

 

A few years ago, after losing touch because of me 

changing jobs, Alan and I were reunited as he joined the 

same church (Union Baptist in Trenton) I am a member of 

and we picked up right where we left off: sharing laughs 

and love for all things Dallas Cowboys. Each time my 

family would come to church (usually my 5 followed by 

many of my extended members), he would say “Here 
comes the Harrington tribe” and we would laugh. 
 

In January, he asked if I would attend an oncology 

appointment with him in Philadelphia, and he showed up 

with all his DALLAS COWBOYS stuff on. Now you have to 

understand this was the day after the Eagles won the NFC 

title and the reception was typical Philly warmth (Lol!). But 
that was Alan. He was proud and unapologetic about 

what and whom he loved. Even as we shared on what 

would be his last day, he was so happy to see me come 

over, and smiled, even as we joked about his “lips 
needing glossing”, as only friends could do. 
 

It was hard for me to say good bye to my friend.  It hurts 

to not have my fellow Cowboy-loving, smack talking, loud 

speaking, jovial laughing, big hearted friend. I’m gonna 
miss you buddy. But I am not alone! So many feel your loss. 

Sleep in peace my “big friend with a bigger heart”!  
 

The Social Security Administration uses the income 

reported two years ago to determine a Part B 

beneficiary’s premiums. This, the income reported on a 
beneficiary’s 2016 tax return is used to determine 
whether the beneficiary must pay a higher monthly Part 

B premium in 2018. If a beneficiary’s income decreased 
significantly in the past two years, he/she may request 

that information from more recent years be used to 

calculate the premium. 

 

For those members receiving post-retirement medical 

benefits paid for by the State of New Jersey, the 

standard Medicare Part B premium for both them and 

their dependents is reimbursed in the member’s pension 
check.  Any income-related adjustment, or for new 

enrollees with a higher premium that a member or 

his/her dependent pays, is reimbursed at the end of the 
year in which the adjustment is paid, only after the 

proper paperwork is filed with the Division of Pensions 

and Benefits. 

 

If you have questions about your Medicare Part B 

premium, call 800-MEDICARE (800-633-4227.)  Any 

questions regarding the reimbursement process should 

be directed to the Division of Pensions and Benefits at 

609- 292-7524. 

Determining Medicare Payments 

and/or Reimbursements 
 

As I stood track side, encouraging 

my runner to complete the final 

meters of her race, I heard this 

booming voice coming from the 

bleachers. “You can do it. Let’s 
go Lawrence!” As I looked up, I 
saw this rather large man who 

matched the voice. Naturally, I 

thought he was a parent, and I 

returned my focus to my athlete 

and the track meet at hand. Not 

some days after 

Continued from page 4: Information for Retirees 

Here’s what you can do: 
1. Do not fill out the survey or contribute money 

that will be used to fight against our union. 

2. Mark your calendars for Lobby Days - and 

head to Trenton to be the "face of our 

profession." 

 

By Thomas Harrington 
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If you have made any changes to your contact and 

mailing information, please send your name, address, 

phone number and email to mcrea.news@gmail.com...  

Especially if you have updated your NJEA profile. Thanks! 

Mercer County Retired Educators’ Association 

Lynda Fonde, Membership 

26838 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Columbus, NJ 08022 
 

 

MCREA News is 

published four 

times a year. 

 

 

Sept     Dec 

 
March    June 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org 

https://mcreawebgallery.shutterfly.com   

 

Save the Date… Details inside 

 
* MCREA Winter Luncheon October 24, 2018 at Mercer Oaks 

 
 
 

MCREA Contact List 
 

Cindy Braddock, 

President 

609-658-6116 (c) 

Mcrea.president@gmail.com 

------------------------------- 

Pam Washington 
Send your news to: 

Pwashin429@aol.com 

--------------------------- 

Membership to: 

Lynda Fonde 

609-324-1606 

lfonde@verizon.net  

 

OPT OUT 

 
It’s not too late ….if you are receiving both the 
printed and email versions of the newsletter, 

please consider switching to “Email Only”. It will 
save printing & production costs, assembling 

time and more.  

  

Email us at mcrea.news@gmail.com  and tell us 

you would like to OPT OUT of the print versions.   
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