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By Joe Santo 

 

benefits and a COLA, all of which we earned through our years of 
dedicated service and payments into the pension system.  These 

benefits were fought for and won through the efforts of the 

members of the large union family to which we  belong.  

Unfortunately, our promised retirement benefits continue to be 

under attack by forces wanting to reduce them and weaken us 

as a union family. 

 

The anti-union effort that led to the Janus decision by the U. S. 

Supreme Court was bankrolled by the National Right to Work 

Foundation, a network funded by corporate billionaires.  Their 

goal is to chip away at the progress unions have made for 

working middle class families.  Now is the time to remain strong 

and continue our unified membership because in unity there is 

strength. 

 

Communication and connection are keys to our success.  In that 

regard we plan on welcoming our new members at our New 

Member Orientation in early October, updating our membership 

at our October 24 meeting/luncheon (see elsewhere in  this 
newsletter for details).  We also plan on adding some interesting 

workshops and possible meetups so we can learn and socialize 

with other members of MCREA.  Also, the NJREA has a convention 
in November, details which you will find in their newsletter  which is 

mailed to you with the NJEA magazine.  

 

We look forward to seeing you in October and at our other 

events.   

 
 

   Website: http://mercercountyretiredea.org                   Contact us at: mcrea.news@gmail.com

Dear Members, 

  

On behalf of the newly elected 

officers, we would like to thank the 

1,200 plus members of MCREA for 

giving us the opportunity to work on 

your behalf.  We are part of the 

larger NJEA organization and its more 

than 200,000 members statewide and 

the NEA and its millions of members 

nationwide.   
 

When we retired we expected to 

have a secure pension, good health  

By Mary Jo Klockner 
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Scholarship 

"Thank you for putting time into reading my application 

and giving me the opportunity to continue my passions 

in college." These words of appreciation were spoken by 

one of the scholarship recipients at our Spring 

Membership Meeting/Luncheon in May, 2018. 

 

Because of the efforts and generous donations of our 

members, MCREA was able to award $1,000 scholarships 

to three outstanding local high school seniors in both 

2017 and 2018. 

 

Why is our help needed? In the last twenty years, the 

tuition at all types of colleges, public and private, has 

doubled, and, in some cases, more than tripled.  

 

Cash donations or checks written to the MCREA 

Scholarship Fund will be collected during our Fall 

Membership Meeting/Luncheon on October 24th. Please 

join us in our mission to provide some assistance to area 
scholars wishing to attend college. 

 

Thank you. 

 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Juanita Carmichael 
Sadie Toney 

 
 

Robert Frost 

(effects of time and change) 

 

"Nature's first green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold. 

Her early leaf's a flower; 

But only so an hour. 

Then leaf subsides to leaf, 
So Eden sank to grief, 

So dawn goes down to day 

Nothing gold can stay." 

 

Will This Be Your Last Newsletter  

 
By Lynda Fonde 

Note: Everyone will receive a printed copy for this issue of 

our newsletter in order to keep you aware of your 

membership status.  

 

Will this be your last newsletter? 

Please check your mailing label.   If it says Annual 2018 

then you have NOT sent your 2018-2019 dues to NJEA.  We 

will have to remove you from our mailing and email 

distribution lists if NJEA has not received your dues by the 

end of August 2018. 

 
Retired Professional Dues:   

Annual = $100.00   

Life $1375.00 

 
Retired ESP Dues:      

Annual = $74.00   

Life =    $985.00 

 
Remember if a retired person has NEA insurance,  

membership in NJREA is REQUIRED in order to maintain 

your NEA benefits. 

 

You may pay by credit card. Call NJEA 609-599-4594 Ext. 

4123 

 

To clarify any possible errors, please contact Lynn Fonde 
(Membership chair at lfonde@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

NJEA, NJREA and other unions have worked together 

to developed a plan to take doctors off the 

proverbial hamster wheel of practicing “sick-care” 
with a concept called Direct Primary Care 

(DPC).  DPC reduces a doctor’s patient load, giving 
him/her time to focus on each patient’s history, 

lifestyle and individual medical needs.  Each patient 

visit lasts a half hour, and they have 24/7 access to 

call or text the physician.   

If you are not taking advantage of this program, it 

may be something you want to consider since its 

objective is to treat chronic illness through preventive 

care.  

 

Medical Option for Retirees 
 

 

Maya Angelou 

(seasons a metaphor for life)  

 

"Only lovers 

see the fall 

a signal end to endings 

a gruffish gesture alerting 

those who will not be 

alarmed 

that we begin to stop 

in order to begin 

again."  

  

Poetry to Brighten Your Day 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/dc7/Lk4/dc7Lk4Ggi.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-drawing-images-of-bird-of-paradise&docid=BvjiwLCDZDQxjM&tbnid=Q31jzBybWe9kxM:&vet=10ahUKEwiej4_drN_TAhVG5CYKHZgMC4I4kAMQMwgkKCIwIg..i&w=744&h=593&hl=en&bih=933&biw=1680&q=bird of paradise siloette&ved=0ahUKEwiej4_drN_TAhVG5CYKHZgMC4I4kAMQMwgkKCIwIg&iact=mrc&uact=8


      
 

  

 

 
 
  

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Meet the Officers of MCREA 

Brain Teaser #1 - Classroom Math 1 

14 of the kids in the class are girls. 8 of the kids wear blue 

shirts. 2 of the kids are neither girls or wear a blue shirt.  If 

5 of the kids are girls who wear blue shirts, how many 
kids are in the class? 

 
 
 

Brain Teaser #2 - Classroom Math 2 

The numbers on our fortune wheel must be placed in a 

way that the sum of any two numbers that come next to 

each other is equal to the sum of numbers that are on the 

opposite side of the wheel. 

 

Right now that is only true for the numbers:          

1, 10 -- 5,6 1+10=5+6 

Right now the rule does not apply for any of the other 

numbers.    1+2≠6+7 

Can you fix the fortune wheel? 

 

Brain Teaser #3 - Fun Math 

524127 

Add mathematical signs (  +, - ,),( *,/ ) in between all or 

some of the above digits so the result of the  created 

mathematical equation will be 100. 

Puzzle Solutions are on page 4. 
 

President – Joe Santo – Joe Santo is a retired teacher 

who taught social studies at Trenton High School for 40 

years.  He is a former president of the Trenton Education 

Association.  He is a graduate of Rider College (now 

University) and has an M.A. in Public Administration and 

Supervision from Central Michigan University. 

 

First Vice-President – Susan H. Karolkiewicz is a graduate 

of Rider College with additional master’s credits from 

TSC and John Marshall University.  While a teacher in 

Trenton, she was a building/chief representative, a 

Grievance Co-Chair.  She was involved with the New 

Jersey Reading Association serving on its Board of 

Directors, as well as wearing other hats during her 
tenure with NJRA.  Post retirement, she has become a 

volunteer with the Allentown Food Pantry and is a 

Eucharistic Minister for her church. 

 

Second Vice-President – Stacy Morgan Santo is a 

former special education teacher and Supervisor of 

Special Pupil Services for the Trenton Public Schools. 

She is a past president of TEA, MCEA and MCREA.  She 

was a part time training consultant for NJEA and has 

been actively involved in all levels of association work 

throughout her career.   
 

Recording Secretary -  Nancy Greener recently retired 

from the Hopewell Valley Regional School District where 

she was employed for the majority of her 35 years as a 

6th grade science teacher.  She served as a building 

rep, chairperson of the MCEA Pride Committee and 

represented MCEA on the state Pride Committee.  

Since retiring she spends time volunteering as a CASA 

court appointed special advocate and working with 

Moms Demand Action on sensible gun reform. 

 

Corresponding Secretary – Paul Everett is the former 

treasurer of MCREA.  He retired in 2002 after teaching 

Language Arts and Reading for 25 years in the 
Flemington Raritan School District.  He also taught 

English for 7 years at Jr. #1 in Trenton.    He was a 

member/staff rep, advisor and executive vice president 

of the Flemington Raritan Education Assn.  Paul 

graduated from Trenton State College and did 

graduate studies there and at Villanova University. 

 

Currently he is a volunteer at Capital Health Center in 

Hopewell. 
 

Treasurer – Eugene Gray taught history for 34 years 

mostly in the East Windsor Regional School District.  He 

taught a variety of history classes.  He is an expert in 

1836 New Jersey life and guides children and adults 

through Allaire Village teaching about the schools, 

manufacturing and living conditions while dressed in 

period clothing.  Gene is a huge sports fan favoring the 

Yankees, New York Rangers and New York Giants.  He is 

a member of the Train Club of America and has built a 

beautiful O-Gauge layout in his home.  Gene is serving 

his third year as Treasurer of the MCREA and prior to this 

he was the 2nd Vice President and a liaison for EWEA.  

Gene was also President of the East Windsor Education 

Association for six years and Treasurer for seven years. 
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Brain Teasers for Adults 
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NJREA Convention – The NJREA Convention will be held on 

November 7 and 8, 2018 in Atlantic City at the Resorts 

Casino Hotel.  Members of NJREA may attend for just $65 a 

night plus applicable taxes.  To book a room call 888-797-

7700 and identify yourself as an NJREA member, 

mentioning code VNJR18.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Optum RX Prescription Plan - As you know our plan 
switched from Express Scripts to Optum RX.  While most 

members have transitioned seamlessly, there are still some 

who are having issues with the changeover.  If you are 

among those experiencing issues, consult with your doctor 

as well as the Prescription Drug Plan Handbook which can 

be found at:  

http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/pensions/documents/guid

ebooks/hp506.pdf. 

 

New Medicare Cards – Your new Medicare card  is on the 

way.  If someone calls and says you need to give them 

your personal information or money to get the new card, 

hang up!  It is a scam.  Medicare never calls and asks for 

personal information or money.  If you haven’t gotten your 
new Medicare card yet, don’t worry.  Mailing cards to 
each group of states takes at least a month, so you might 

get your card at a different time from friends or neighbors 

in your area.  Log in to your MyMedicare.gov account to 

see when your new card will be mailed.  When you get 

your new card, start using it right away. 

 

Registering for Medicare – Medicare coverage is required 

if eligible.  Sign up 3 months prior to your 65th birthday for 
Medicare Part A (hospital) and Part B (medical) and notify 

pensions. 

 

Fraud Scams – There seems to be more and more 

fraudulent calls, especially targeting seniors.  To verify the 

legitimacy of a caller who claims to be an SSA (Social 

Security Administration) employee, call your local Social 

Security Office of Social Security toll-free customer service 

number at 800-772-1213.  If you find that someone has 

stolen your personal information, report it to the Federal 

Trade Commission 877-ID THEFT (877-438-4338). 

 

COLA -  One of the biggest challenges facing retired 

school employees today is the loss of our Cost of Living 

Adjustment.  The law enacted in 2011 says that the 

pension fund committees may consider reinstating the 

COLA after the retirement system reaches an 80% “target 
funded ratio.”  Without full funding of the pension system 
that will be very difficult to achieve.  That is why we must 

continue to be proactive in pursuing full pension funding. 

 

Voting – This year’s election for national, state and local 
offices is November 6, 2018. Remember to exercise your 

right to vote. 

 

NEA News - 0ver 9,000 delegates, both active and retired 

attended the NEA RA this year in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

New Jersey usually sends between 500 and 600 delegates.  

Elections for retired representatives are every two years.  

Watch for info on running for this position in the NJREA 

newsletter. 

Come and meet MCREA officers and Executive Board 
members and enjoy light refreshments as you learn more 

about your MCREA membership. 

 

Date:  Monday, October 1, 2018     Time:  11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Location:  Hamilton Library, 1 Justice Samuel A Alito Jr. 

Way. Trenton 08619 

 

Please RSVP by September 27, 2018 using the form below 

and mailing it to Joe Santo, 10 Buckalew Court, Hamilton, 

NJ 08610 or email info to Joe Santo at 

santo.mcrea.pres@gmail.com 

 

 

Name________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________ 

 

Email Address___________________________ 
 

Phone_______________________ 

 

I am an _______ annual member or ___________ life member 

(please check). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Solutions to the Brain Teasers 
 

Brain teaser #1 is 19. 

 
 

Brain teaser #2 is 

 

There is another possible solution. If you find it share it and it 

will be included in the next edition for other readers. 

 

Brain teaser #3 is 5*(-2+4)*(1+2+7)=100  

Random News and Notes New Member Meet and Greet 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/pensions/documents/guidebooks/hp506.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/pensions/documents/guidebooks/hp506.pdf
mailto:santo.mcrea.pres@gmail.com


 
 

 
  

 

 

Join your fellow colleagues and hear the latest updates on your pension, health 

benefits and other important information from NJEA representatives and MCREA 

leadership.  

 

Doors open at 10:00; registration until 10:30. The meeting will begin at 10:30.  
Lunch will begin at 12:00. 

 
A guest may attend the meeting/luncheon as long as the person is not eligible for 

NJREA/MCREA membership. 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 13, 2018. 

 

Menu includes a Spring Salad, Penne Vodka and Rigatoni Bolognese, twice baked 

potato, vegetable du jour and a CHOICE of PRIME RIB, CHICKEN FRANCAISE or BROILED 

SALMON (sauce on the side). Chocolate Mousse for dessert. A CASH BAR will be 

available. 



Please mail this form with a CHECK for $26.00 payable to MCREA no later than 

October 13, 2018 to: PAUL EVERETT 146 JULIA AVE.   HAMILTON, NJ 08610  

For questions, call Susan Karolkiewicz at 609.223.2570 

 
Name of Member___________________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Numbers (Home) __________________ (Cell) ______________________ 

 

Email Address______________________________________________________ 

 
I am an ANNUAL___________     LIFETIME__________    Member of MCREA 

 

I am an ANNUAL___________     LIFETIME__________    Member of NJREA 

A guest may attend as long as HE/SHE IS NOT ELIGIBLE for MCREA/NJREA Membership. 
 

Guest Information: Name_______________________________ Home Phone______________ 
 

Email Address________________________________________ Cell_________________________ 

 

MENU CHOICE 

PRIME RIB _________  CHICKEN FRANCAISE__________   SALMON________  

MCREA Fall Meeting/Luncheon 
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 

Mercer Oaks Golf and Country Club 

725 Village Road     West Windsor, NJ 08550 
Cost is $26.00 per person. 
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If you have made any changes to your contact and 

mailing information, please send your name, address, 

phone number and email to mcrea.news@gmail.com...  

Especially if you have updated your NJEA profile. Thanks! 

Mercer County Retired Educators’ Association 
Lynda Fonde, Membership 
26838 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Columbus, NJ 08022 

 

 

MCREA News is 

published four 

times a year. 

 

 

Sept     Dec 

 
March    June 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org  

https://mcreawebgallery.shutterfly.com   

 

Save the Date… Details inside 

 
* New Member Meet & Greet October 1, 2018 at Hamilton Library 

* MCREA Winter Luncheon October 24, 2018 at Mercer Oaks 

 
 

MCREA Contact List 
 

Joe Santo, 

President 

santo.mcrea.pres@gmail.com

---------------------------- 

Pam Washington 

Send your news to: 

Pwashin429@aol.com 

--------------------------- 

Membership to: 

Lynda Fonde 
609-324-1606 

lfonde@verizon.net  

 

OPT OUT 

 
It’s not too late ….if you are receiving both the 
printed and email versions of the newsletter, 

please consider switching to “Email Only”. It will 
save printing & production costs, assembling 

time and more.  

  

Email us at mcrea.news@gmail.com  and tell us 

you would like to OPT OUT of the print versions.   

 

mailto:mcrea.news@gmail.com
http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
https://mcreawebgallery.shutterfly.com/
mailto:Pwashin429@aol.com
mailto:lfonde@verizon.net
mailto:mcrea.news@gmail.com

