
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Please take a moment to review the list of officers and 

executive board members who devote a great deal 

of time and energy serving as volunteers for MCREA. 

You can reach me at mcrea.president@gmail.com 

any time you have a question or concern.   
 

In closing, as we continue to grapple with this “new 
normal,” particularly around the holiday season and 
into 2021, here’s a quote from the great Lee Iacocca 
who steered the Cadillac automobile industry 

through a difficult time. “In time of great stress or 
adversity, it’s always best to keep busy, to plow your 
anger and your energy into something positive.” 

 

Please stay safe, stay healthy, and try to find some 

joy and happiness in life’s simple pleasures.  Looking 

forward to a time when we can meet again in 

person to share some laughs and break bread 

together. 

 
In Unity 
 

President’s Message 
 

We’re On the Web

By Cindy Braddock 

   Website: http://mercercountyretiredea.org                   Contact us at: mcrea.president@gmail.com  

Dear Members, 

 

I’m proud to serve once 
again as MCREA president.  

My sincere thanks to former 

president, Joe Santo, and 

the officers and executive 

board members for 

extending their terms during 

this pandemic, until the 

election could be held in 

September.  
 

As John Belushi’s character 
in the movie Animal House 
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said, “When the going gets tough- the tough get going.” 
That’s exactly what all of us have done during this health 
crisis and turbulent times in our country.  We, as an 

association, kept going too. 

 

In that vein, our popular workshops normally held in 

January, will now be held virtually on February 1st.  With 

everything being topsy turvy, it makes sense, right? NJEA 

will be presenting a workshop specifically geared to 

“Unlocking Member Benefits” for retirees.  Please read 
the article inside for more details on how to sign up 

online. 

 

Since hope springs eternal, First Vice-President Sue 

Karolkiewicz has scheduled our Spring Luncheon for May 

20th at Mercer Oaks Country Club.  Please mark this date 

tentatively on your calendars.  Details will follow in our 

March 2021 newsletter. 

 

An important reminder for NON-MEDICARE RETIREES is 

that a new health plan begins January 1st, 2021.  If you 

currently have Medicare coverage, there is NO change 

to your coverage, and NO need for you to attend this 

webinar. Otherwise, if you haven’t already done so, I 
urge you to attend a webinar offered by NJEA regarding 

the NJ Educators Health Plan (NJEHP) on December 10th 

or December 22nd.  You will learn the specific plan 

details, be able to ask questions and receive assistance 

on transitioning to the new plan.   Sign up at 

www.njea.org.    
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Scholarship Committee Winter Workshop to be Held Virtually  
Vanessa Richardson 

The MCREA Webpage is under construction by 

Karen and Hector Bravo as of October.  They both 

“attended” their first webinar given by NJEA on how 
to make the webpage informative and 

interesting.  Since they are just starting out, they are 

working on getting access as administrators to 

enable them to begin working on the 

webpage.  Keep your eyes out within the next 

month or so for the announcement of the updated 

webpage! 

Due to the pandemic we will sadly not be able to 

meet in person for this event.  However, you may join 

us for this webinar by internet connection or by 

phoning in and listening to the information presented. 

 

To register, the easiest way is to go to the NJEA website 

and look under the Member Benefits section where 

you can submit your information directly.  You will need 

your NJREA card with your six-digit membership 

number which is printed on the front of your card.    

You will be asked to provide your password which is 

usually the last four digits of your social security 

number.  You must be an NJREA member to attend. 
 

You may also register online at 

https://tinyurl.com/y3s9wxv9 or by contacting 

Lorraine Jones at ljones@njea.org  or calling (609) 599-

4594 ext. 2222. 

 

We hope to “see” you at this event as we learn about our 
member benefits. 
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MCREA Webpage 
Karen Bravo and Hector Bravo

The Scholarship Committee is fortunate to have 

unwavering support within MCREA membership, 

even during these stressful times. We greatly miss 

our MCREA gatherings where we meet and greet, 

exchange pleasantries, and continue long time 

friendships with colleagues. Not only have our 

spirits been dampened, but scholarship donations 

have likewise suffered. 

 

That said, several members have sent 

contributions and their generosity has been 

graciously received and acknowledged. We 

sincerely appreciate the thoughtfulness of those 

who remember our commitment to our students. 

Rest assured, scholarship applications will be 

available to graduating Mercer County seniors. 

Recipients will be chosen and awards given. 

COVID may change our “strategy” but not our 
loyalty to our students. 

 

We thank all those who aid us in securing 

additional financial assistance which MCREA 

Scholarship offers our promising seniors. 

 

Fran Whitworth and Mary Jo Klockner 

Spring Luncheon/Meeting 
Sue Karolkewicz 

This past October 20th was the 200th day of masks, 

limited socializing and the “new normal”. MCREA 
hopes that each of our members has weathered this 

storm without too much stress. 

 

Looking forward to the next year, the May 

Luncheon/Meeting has been scheduled for 

Thursday, May 20, 2021.  It will be held at Mercer 

Oaks as usual.  More details will be available after 

my upcoming appointment with the caterer. 

 

Mark your calendars in pencil as we will have to wait 

and see what the future holds. 

Stay safe. 

Important Phone Contact Information 

 

Aetna: (866) 816-9662 Medicare: (800) 633-4227 

OPTUM RX:(844) 368-8765 

NJ Division of Pensions/Benefits: (609) 292-7524 

Social Security Administration: (800) 772-1213 

NJEA/NJREA Headquarters: (609) 599-4561 

NJEA Confidential Helpline: (866) 243-6532 

NEA Member Benefits: (800) 637-4636 

MBOS (Member Benefits Online System)- Access your 

pension information at 

https://www.nj.gov/treasury/pensions/documents/pd

f/mbos-flier.pdf 

https://www.nj.gov/treasury/pensions/documents/pdf/mbos-flier.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/pensions/documents/pdf/mbos-flier.pdf


Medicare-eligible retirees enrolled in the Aetna 

Educators Medicare Advantage plans may 

receive up to $250 in gift cards ($500 per 

couple) if they complete certain healthy 

activities between January 1 and December 

31, 2020.  Here is a list of eligible activities and 

their corresponding rewards: 

 

 Annual wellness exam $25 

 Vision exam $25 

 Hearing exam $25 

 Health home visit $75 

 Health Risk assessment $25 

 Fall 2020 flu shot $25 

Biometric screening $50  
Claims must be submitted by December 

31. 2020. 
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Membership Matters! At this time of my writing, we 

have 1234 members in our MCREA organization. 

This includes all of our Life and Annual members.  

 

Membership renewals tend to be tricky when 

people might move or sadly, some pass-away.  

I keep an Excel file of all our members and NJEA 

keeps a MARS file with the same information. NJEA 

and NJREA send out the renewals in May each 

year. Some people may wonder why so early since 

the Annual membership does not expire until 

August 31. It is always the goal to have as many 

people as possible renewed by August 1.  

 

The NJEA membership department that processes 

retirees’ renewals and new retiree enrollments also 
processes the enrollment of the new hires who start 

in September.  With each new school year 

spreading out the processing of membership 

application allows NJEA membership department 

time to process all applications for both groups in a 

timely manner. 

 

Of course, members can join or renew at anytime 

during the year. Annual members can even 

change and become Lifetime members as well. 

 

With this ever-changing world, our membership 

remains very important. Our association represents 

our interests with changing legislation and sharing 

the benefits of membership. Those benefits include 

quarterly publications, professional assistance with 

medical benefits and pension questions, lowest 

pricing on eyewear, discounted legal services, 

Buyer’s Edge, NJEA Travel, association sponsored 
auto and home insurance, NEA insurance and 

financial programs, participate in 

the NJREA Convention/NJEA Conventions, access 

to the websites, and our county luncheons and 

workshops.  
 

Membership 

President 

Cindy Braddock 

 

1st Vice-President 

Sue Karolkiewicz 

 

2nd Vice-President 

Vanessa Richardson 

   
Recording Secretary 

Nancy Greener  

 

Corresponding 

Secretary 

Bill Tucker 

 
Treasurer 

Gene Gray 

 

Past Presidents 

Joe Santo 

Cindy Braddock 
Stacy Morgan Santo 

Gloria Sapnar 

Carmela DeMarco 

Joan Wright 

 

Audit Committee 

Paul Everett 
 

Committee Chairs 

Affiliate Liaison 

Lorraine Hall 

 

Budget/Finance 

Beth Thompson 

 

Community Service 

JoAnne Bruno 

 

 

 

Constitution 

Frank Harsanyi 

 

Editorial 

Pamela D. Washington 
 

ESP Liaison 

Shirley Hicks 

 

Government Relations 

Johanna Capasso 

Thomas Harrington 
 

Historian/Public Relations 

Marsha Caldwell 

 

Hospitality 

Emily Conti  
Arlene Rogers 

 

Liaison 

Donna Carson 

Howard Crossland 

Corinne Egner 

 
Membership 

Iris Tonti 

 

Member Services 

Terri Purcell 

 
Scholarship 

Mary Jo Klockner 

Fran Whitworth 

 

Techology  

Carol Dziedzic 

 

 Website  

Karen Bravo 

Hector Bravo 
 

MCREA Executive Board 

2020 – 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Rachel Bogdol 

Vincent Vaccaro 

 

  

 

 

Iris Tonti
 

udget

Deadline Fast Approaching 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/dc7/Lk4/dc7Lk4Ggi.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-drawing-images-of-bird-of-paradise&docid=BvjiwLCDZDQxjM&tbnid=Q31jzBybWe9kxM:&vet=10ahUKEwiej4_drN_TAhVG5CYKHZgMC4I4kAMQMwgkKCIwIg..i&w=744&h=593&hl=en&bih=933&biw=1680&q=bird%20of%20paradise%20siloette&ved=0ahUKEwiej4_drN_TAhVG5CYKHZgMC4I4kAMQMwgkKCIwIg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Community Service Medicare Overpayment 

Reimbursement Checks on the Way  JoAnne Bruno 

An update: Community Service is still collecting the 

following items.  Your donations will be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Who:  A local activist, Brian Blakely, does a Back 

Pack event every year on Labor Day.   He is 

adding another date for a third distribution.  

Anyone who is interested in giving a backpack or 

supplies or both to needy children in the 

Trenton/Hamilton Township areas, please do the 

following.  (Also, you can order items online and 

have them delivered to me if you would rather not 

go to the store and then bring them to my home.) 

 
Delivery of Complete Back Packs/Lunch Boxes:  When? 

Tuesday, December 4, 2020, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

Grade Levels:  ALL 

 

Where:  35 Argonne Avenue, Hamilton NJ 08620, Cell:  

609-217-0802, Email:  

demcomwomanjbruno@gmail.com 

 

What:  Here is a list of items needed by the children. 

For ALL the back packs, we need COVID items (small 

size): 

Wipes   Mask(s) 

 
LUNCH BOX:  Please be sure it can hold cold food.   

If possible, include the following: 

A container for sandwich/snacks 

Freezer pack to keep items cold 

 

AND/OR 

 

Buy a box of non-perishable snacks (like chips, crackers, 

puddings that are shelf stable, etc.) that can go into 

each of the backpacks or lunch boxes. 

 

AND/OR 

 

BACK PACK:  Can be for a girl or boy…Elementary, 
Middle School, or High School 

 

AND/OR 

 

Suggested Supplies: 

 

24 Box of Crayons  Glue Sticks  

Colored Pencils   Ruler   

Washable Markers  Pencil Sharpener 

Pencil Pouch   Loose Leaf Paper 

Highlighters (for older students)  No. 2 Pencils 

Loose Leaf Binder   Composition Book(s) 

Spiral Notebook(s)  Pocket Folder(s)  

Tissue Packet(s)    Elmer’s Glue 

 

Due to the pandemic, Medicare overpayment 

checks distribution had been delayed.  If a member 

wants to be sure that the paperwork has been 

received by the Division, and they are in line for 

processing when the staff returns, to their offices, 

they should call the Division of Pensions at (609) 292-

7524.   

The processing of reimbursement checks for 2019 

income-related adjustments to Medicare Part B 

and/or Part D premiums is resuming. The time frame 

for completion is approximately 4 months. 

Whenever you send your paperwork, remember to 

photocopy and date any information you mail to 

the Division of Pensions. A return mail receipt is also 

recommended by the Division of Pensions.   

NJEA’s officers, President Marie Blistan, Vice President 
Sean M. Spiller and Secretary-Treasurer Steve Beatty 

congratulated President-elect Joe Biden and Vice 

President-elect Kamala Harris on their decisive election 

victory: 

“Today we are celebrating a victory for students, 
educators, working families and public schools. After a 

long campaign, America has spoken clearly and has 

overwhelmingly chosen these two friends of public 

education to lead our nation. Their vision for public 

education, as well as for the students and families who 

rely on public schools as their gateway to the American 

Dream, is a large part of what drove them to their 

historic victory. 

NJEA officers wrote that the President and Vice 

President elect life stories will inspire students to reach 

their highest aspirations. Additionally, they see fellow 

NEA member, Dr. Jill Biden and the President heralding a 

new era of respect the America’s educators. 

Educators- retired and active- look forward to having a 

relationship with a pro education administration.  

Your Voice Was Heard by the Ballot You 

Cast on November Third 

mailto:demcomwomanjbruno@gmail.com


 
 Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the State of New Jersey, it is my pleasure to extend a virtual warm greeting 

and sincere congratulations to all of you in commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of 

the New Jersey Retirees ' Education Association (NJREA). 

Though plans to celebrate this incredible milestone were placed on pause in light 

of our State' s current public health emergency, it should be noted that NJREA' s 

unwavering commitment to the strengthening of New Jersey's children, families 

and communities as a whole, have not gone unnoticed. We, as a State, are 

forever grateful for the support NJREA' s members and leadership have shown in 

helping to make New Jersey stronger and fairer for everyone. 

As we continue to endure unprecedented challenges in the face of the novel 

coronavirus , NJREA remains steadfast in efforts to advance and protect the interests 

of retired and current educators and school employees, and to promote a quality 

system of public education  for  all students. 

All of you have devoted your careers to helping students develop into smart, 

successful and engaged citizens; and throughout your retirement, work just as 

fervent to preserve and improve job security, working conditions and the overall 

economic interests of education professionals throughout the Garden State. 

As Governor, I am extremely proud of the dedicated service exemplified by each of 

you through vigilant advocacy and support of New Jersey ' s public schools, 

employees, and students. 

Best wishes to all for a successful and memorable occasion. 

My very best 
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A Congratulatory Note from Governor Murphy  

to NJREA and Members Celebrating Its 100TH Anniversary 
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Mercer County Retired Educators’ Association 

Iris Tonti, Membership 

11 Salzano Dr. Hamilton NJ 08690 
 

                Save the Date… Details inside 

 
February 1, 2021 Virtual Workshop 
May 2021 Spring Luncheon/Meeting 

 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

Website Under Construction  

 

                 OPT OUT 
It’s not too late …. if you are receiving both the 
printed and email versions of the newsletter, 

please consider switching to “Email Only”. It will 
save printing & production costs, assembling time 

and more. 

  

Email us at iristonti@msn.com and tell us you would 

like to OPT OUT of the print versions.   

 

MCREA Scholarship Inc. Fund DONATION FORM 

 
“In Memoriam” or celebratory donations can be made to the MCREA 
Scholarship Fund Inc. at any time. Please make your check payable to: 
MCREA Scholarship Fund Inc. and mail to: Fran Whitworth, 196 Sparrow 

Drive, Hamilton, NJ 08690  

 

NAME______________________________________________________________  
I am an ____________________ Annual  __________________ Life member.  

PHONE #__________________________  EMAIL _________________________  

AMOUNT Enclosed: $ ______________________________________________ 

“In Memory Of”:  ________________________________________________  

“In Celebration Of”: _______________________________________________ 

 
IF YOU WISH US TO NOTIFY THE FAMILY OF THIS DONATION, PLEASE PROVIDE 

THEIR NAME AND ADDRESS. 

 

If you have made any changes to your contact and 

mailing information, please send your name, address, 

phone number and email to iristonti@msn.com.  

Especially if you have updated your NJEA profile. 
 

MCREA News is 

published four 

times a year. 

 

 

Sept     Dec 

 

March    June 

MCREA Contact List 
 

Cindy Braddock, President 

mcrea.president@gmail.com 

------------------------------- 

Pam Washington 

Send your news to: 

pwashin429@aol.com 

--------------------------- 

Membership to: 

Iris Tonti 

 iristonti@msn.com 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org/
mailto:iristonti@msn.com
mailto:mcrea.president@gmail.com
mailto:pwashin429@aol.com
mailto:iristonti@msn.com

