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President’s Message 
Cindy Braddock

Dear MCREA Members, 

We have all shown resilience and 
perseverance over these many 
months of the pandemic and 
continue to plow forward with 
determination and hope. Your 
board has continued to meet and 
make plans, even though most 
meetings continue to be held 
virtually. 

Our one big exception was our 
Fall Membership Luncheon held 
at Mercer Oaks Country Club on 
October 20th.  Thanks to the 
tireless work of our First Vice-
President Susan Karolkiewicz, we 
were able to follow all the Covid 
protocols. It was wonderful to 
hear from NJEA staff regarding 
our pensions and health benefits, 
along with socializing safely, and 
enjoying a delicious meal. 

Our Spring luncheon is planned 
for May 11, 2022, at Mercer Oaks 
once again. Details to   follow. 

After the long month of 
December, celebrating our 
various holidays with family and 
friends, we will all be ready to 
relax, rewind, and re-focus on 
ourselves.  To that end, our 
Second Vice-President Vanessa 
Richardson has set up a free Chair 
Yoga workshop on January 3rd 
online.  All you need is a chair and 
your computer device to join us.  
Please see registration information 
inside this newsletter.  

It was terrific to see many of our 
members collaborating with 
MCEA on several “Get Out the 
Vote” events throughout the 
month of October.  We had 
several members join us for Pizza 
and Postcard writing on the patio 
at Brothers Pizza, taking 
advantage of a free admission to 
Grounds for Sculpture, phone 
banking virtually or at the MCEA 
office, sending text messages, 
and canvassing in local districts to 
elect our NJEA PAC-endorsed 
candidates, especially Governor 
Murphy.  We need to support and 
vote for candidates who will 
safeguard our pensions and 
benefits. 

Speaking of which, in December, 
those of you with Aetna Medicare 
coverage will be receiving new 
cards in the mail. Your membership 
number may change, but your 
coverage remains the same.  New 
cards take effect on January 1, 
2022. 

It’s not too late to apply for the 
Aetna Medicare Wellness Rewards. 
You receive gift cards for medical 
visits and physical activity. For 
instance, a flu shot entitles you 
to a $25 gift card.   
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Contact Aetna Medicare Wellness 
Rewards at 1-866-816-3662 or 
register online at 
www.AetnaMedicareRewards.coš
m/NJWell by December 31st. 

Take a moment to check out your 
NJREA newsletter when you 
receive it as you may want to help 
us celebrate NJREA’s 100th 
Anniversary, albeit a few years 
later.  The new date is May 1, 2022, 
from noon to 4PM, at the Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge, NJ. The cost 
is $55. per person. There will be a 
coupon to register in the NJREA 
newsletter. 

Whether you celebrate Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Festivus from 
the Seinfeld Show, or no holiday at 
all, I hope this quote from Mary 
Ann Radmacher 
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applies to you this December.  
“May your walls know joy, may 
every room hold laughter, and 
every window open to great 
possibility.” 

Yours in solidarity, 

Community Service
Joanne Bruno 

Hello MCREA members!  Thank 
you so much for being a part of 
our collection of items for the 
colder days of winter that will help 
people in need.  Between our 
members, friends, and family, I 
was able to collect twenty-seven 
(27) bags of items.  A special 
thank you to Marsha Caldwell, 
who volunteered her home to be 
a drop-off site in 
Bordentown!  Due to the fact we 
collected so much, I will be able 
to share the collection with three 
groups.  The groups 
include:  Home Front, Clara's 
Heart and the Pearson Memorial 
United Methodist Church in 
Hamilton.  

This will be the last collection for 
2021.  Stay tuned for the next 
Community Service event that will 
be held in the Spring.  If you have 
any ideas for a project you might 
like to assist me with, please 
contact me at 609-217-0801.  You 
can call or text me.  Thanks again, 
everyone!  Have a wonderful 
holiday season. 

Scholarship Committee 
Fran Whitworth and  
Mary Jo Klockner 

Our MCREA members were 
treated to a long overdue and 
anxiously anticipated Fall 
Luncheon on October 20 at 
Mercer Oaks. We delighted in 
“seeing” familiar faces and friends 

we’d been missing these many 
months. 

Although our gathering was 
limited due to safety restrictions, 
Scholarship is pleased to 
announce our dedicated 
members once again showed 
their commitment to our future 
graduates. Donations began 
even before our pumpkin lady, 
Arlene Rogers, personally visited 
every table explaining our cause. 
Without hesitation, you, our 
valued supporters, donated $325 
toward Scholarship. 

Our students are back in school 
enjoying all they missed and 
receiving the education they are 
so deserving of. These young 
women and men and all our 
students need our support. They 
deserve our trust as they ponder 
the future and what it holds for 
them. The Scholarship Committee 
looks forward to reviewing the 
2022 applications as those 
applying begin the college 
process. Your continued financial 
support is an integral part of our 
scholarship process. 
Thank you. 

MCREA Webpage
Hector and Karen Bravo 
The Mercer County Retired 
Educators’ Association Web Page 
is a great member resource with 
the most current and essential 
information from NJREA and 
NJEA.  It is also a terrific resource 
for members interested in getting 
involved in the many NJREA 
community outreach initiatives. 

Since our last Newsletter updates 
have included information 
regarding Ida Relief, Atena 
Medicare Cards, Non-Medicare 
Health Cards and the Aetna 
Medical Healthy Rewards 
Program.  Updates for outreach 

programs including the “Back to 
School Supply Collection” and 
“Project Bundle” were also 
highlighted on our webpage. 
The NJREA and NJEA Conventions 
are important events for retirees 
as well as for those who are still 
active in the 
profession.  Information regarding 
both conventions can be found 
under the Event tab of the 
website. 

We were thrilled to get together 
for the Fall Luncheon in 
October!  To see photos from this 
luncheon, go to the MCREA 
Photographs tab. 

The Mercer County Retired 
Educators’ Association Web Page 
link is 
www.mercercountyretiredea.org.  

Don’t forget to scroll to the 
bottom of that page for links to 
NJREA, NJEA along with NEA 
Retired and NEA. 

We hope you are enjoying this 
beautiful fall weather and that 
you have a wonderful holiday 
season! 

Membership
Iris Tonti 

Do you know these members? We 
have lost touch with these 
members. If you do, please email 
mercerrea.membership@gmail.com 

Patricia A. Brennan Life 2011 
Clara L. Carter Life 2011 
Douglas G. Clevenger Life 2011 
Karen D. Declerico Life 2011 
Charles W. Gates Jr Life 2011 
Ann M. Gruska Life 2011 
Jacqueline Klamut Life 2011 
Jean Leefeldt Life 2011 
Barbara C. Marcus Life 2011  
Thelma L. Riley Life 2011 
Michael T. Saetta Life 2011  
Ellen M. Nelson Joined in 2021  
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MCREA Winter Workshop
Vanessa Richardson 

FREE ONLINE CHAIR YOGA 
WORKSHOP COMING THIS 
JANUARY! 

Mercer County Retired Educators 
will be offering Chair Yoga on 
Monday, January 3, 2022, at 4:30 
p.m. Chair Yoga is performed 
while seated and with the aid of a 
chair. Some benefits of chair yoga 
are increased flexibility, help with 
breathing techniques and 
meditation. This is also a great 
way to loosen and stretch 
muscles, reduce stress, and 
improve circulation.  The only 
equipment that you will need is a 
chair and your willingness to 
participate.  We hope that you 
will join us online for this special 
event. 

Please REGISTER for this 
WORKSHOP BY DECEMBER 20, 
2021, in one of the following ways: 

EMAIL Vanessa Richardson at 
Vricha1007@gmail.com  Or CALL 
Vanessa Richardson at 609-638-
2899. 

We are looking forward to seeing 
you online then! 

Member Services
Terri Purcell 

For access to all the deals and 
webinars  
offered member services by 
Member Services,  
use the following link.   
https://memberbenefits.njea.
org/events/category/membe
r-benefits/webinars/

 Lost and Found
If you are missing a beautiful 
black and colorful scarf left 
behind at the recent luncheon 
at Mercer Oaks, please 
contact   Iris Tonti 
at  iristonti@msn.com.  

Holiday Memories 

The holidays are a time 
For reviewing what we 
treasure, 
The people we hold dear, 
Who give us so much pleasure. 

The good times and bad  
The wonderful days ahead 

Without you as my family 
and friends, 
Life would be a bore; 
Having you in my life 
Is what I'm thankful for

President 
Cindy Braddock 

1st Vice-President 
Sue Karolkiewicz 

2nd Vice-President 
Vanessa Richardson 

Recording Secretary 
Nancy Greener 

Corresponding 
Secretary 
Bill Tucker 

Treasurer 
Gene Gray 

Past Presidents 
Joe Santo 

Cindy Braddock 
Stacy Morgan Santo 

Gloria Sapnar 
Carmela DeMarco 

Joan Wright 

Committee Chairs 
Affiliate Liaison 

Lorraine Hall 

Audit 
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Budget/Finance 
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Community Service 
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Editorial 
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ESP Liaison 
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Johanna Capasso 
Thomas Harrington 

Historian/Public 
Relations 
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Hospitality 
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Social 
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Claire Snyder 
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MCREA Executive Board 
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MCREA 
Fall 
Luncheon 
Pictures

MCREA Fall Luncheon
Sue Karolkiewicz  

Despite a long hiatus due to 
Covid, the MCREA Fall 
Membership Meeting/
Luncheon was able to be held 
at Mercer Oaks Country Club 
in West Windsor on 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021.šš

Members were treated to 
keynote speakers Petal 
Robertson, Secretary/Treasurer 
of NJEA and Ron Burd, 2nd 
Vice President of NJREA. 
Additionally, NJEA 
representatives Mary Beth 
Beichert / GR and Bob Bobick 
/Pensions/Benefits brought the 
members up to date on the latest 
information in their respective 
specialities. 

Although tables were limited to 
7 settings and masks were 
required during the meeting, 
there was excitement in the air. 
The tables looked lovely with 
many asking if they could take 
the floral arrangements created 
by Karen Aiello home with 
them. The members also gave 
high marks for the food quality. 
The portions were so large that 
many take–home boxes were 
needed.  

Door prizes and the multitude of 
calendars, planners, T-shirts and 
other give-aways were 
abundant.  Due, once again to 
Covid, our seating was limited 
but we hope to see you on 
May11, 2022 when we hope the 

pandemic is over and we can 
welcome all members who wish 
to attend. 

Words of Encouragement 
and Hope 

The Gift of Today 
 Thomas R. Harrington

As we reflect on our trek 
through yesterday 
One of perhaps fulfilled plans or 
future goals 

We take pause at this  
moment and simply say 
“Thank you for the gift of 
TODAY” 

The gift of today came with the 
gratitude for your grace, the 
mindfulness of  
your mercy, and the joy for your 
presence in our lives 

With our latter days appearing 
greater than those to come, we 
say  
“Thank you for the gift of 
TODAY” 

Countless Covid losses and 
unheard of pains 
Yet still, here we stand thanking 
you for the gift of today 

We’ve ridden the rollercoaster 
of unraveling relationships 
Been pulverized by the hyper 
polarity of politics 

Meandered in the minefields of 
mess 
Sauntered through the streets of 
stress 
Our money has been funny  
and our health has taken a hit  
YET in spite of all that, you saw fit 
for us to be HERE, in this PLACE, 

at this TIME,  
on this DAY, in this WAY, and we 
say “Thank you for the gift of 
TODAY!” 

So like any precious gift, let us 
unwrap our presents by first 
asking for your presence 

Help us peel back the layers of 
wanton worry, to reveal the 
radiant power of praise 
Help us peel back the layers of 
haunting hurt, to reveal the 
happiness of hope 

Help us peel away division’s 
divisiveness, hatred’s harms, 
malice’s malignments,  
to reveal the binding cords of 
unity, gripped by the fingers of 
faith, and shored  
up by the thought of your 
unfailing love So with this gift, 
your wonderful, precious gift We 
stand here among our amazing 
kaleidoscope of friends and 
family, ready to move forward  

with greater assurance 
With greater expectancy  
With greater hop And we shout 
boldly and victoriously  
That WE MADE IT  
And gladly accept your “gift of 
TODAY!”
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MCREA Scholarship Inc. Fund DONATION FORM 

“In Memoriam” or celebratory donations can be made to the MCREA 
Scholarship Fund Inc. at any time. Please make your check payable to: 
MCREA Scholarship Fund Inc. and mail to: Fran Whitworth, 196 Sparrow Drive, 
Hamilton, NJ 08690  

NAME______________________________________________________________ 
I am an ____________________ Annual  __________________ Life member.  

PHONE #__________________________  EMAIL _________________________ 
AMOUNT Enclosed: $ ______________________________________________ 
“In Memory Of”:  ________________________________________________  
“In Celebration Of”: _______________________________________________ 

IF YOU WISH US TO NOTIFY THE FAMILY OF THIS DONATION, PLEASE PROVIDE THEIR 
NAME AND ADDRESS. 

MCREA Contact List 

Cindy Braddock, President 
609-658-6116  

mcrea.president@gmail.com 
------------------------------- 

Pam Washington 
Send your news to: 

pwashin429@aol.com 
--------------------------- 

Membership to: 
Iris Tonti 

mercerrea.membership@gmail.com 

OPT OUT 
It’s not too late …. if you are receiving both the printed and 
email versions of the newsletter production, please consider 

switching to “Email Only”. It will save printing & costs,  
assembling time and more. 

 Email us at mercerrea.membership@gmail.com and tell us 
you would like to OPT OUT of the print versions.   

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

www.mercercountyretiredea.org 

Facebook: Mercer Retired Educators’ Association (MCREA) 

Contact Cindy Braddock for permission. 

If you have made any changes to your contact and mailing 
information, please send your name, address, phone number and 
email to mercerrea.membership@gmail.com. 
Especially if you have updated your NJEA profile. Thanks! 

mercerrea.membership@gmail.com.
Especiallyifyouhaveupdated yourNJEAprofile.Thanks!

 Save the Date… Details inside 

*MCREA Virtual Winter  Workshop, January 3, 2022.

Mercer County Retired Educators’ Association 
Iris Tonti, Membership 
68 Belle Meade Dr. Hamilton NJ 08691-3332 
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