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President’s Message 
Cindy Braddock 

Well, we made it through another 
school year!  Even though we are 
retired, I know for myself that a 
“year” truly begins in September 
and ends in June.  So, instead of 
an end-of-year test to determine 
what I/we have learned this year, 
it’s a time for self-reflection.  Did 
we as an association achieve our 
goals?  Let’s review some of our 
accomplishments this year and 
the board officers and 
chairpersons who made them a 
success: 

• We held monthly executive
board meetings viz zoom or
in-person this Spring.

• General membership
luncheon meetings in
October 2021 and May 2022
were safely conducted
following COVID protocols,
thanks to our 1st VP Susan
Karolkiewicz.

• Workshops were offered to
our members on topics such
as Chair Yoga and Survivor
Benefits under the direction
of our 2nd VP Vanessa
Richardson.

• Scholarship applications
were disseminated to the
local high schools, reviewed,
read and selections made
for deserving recipients
under the guidance of
Chairperson Frances
Whitworth, and Vice-Chair
Mary Jo Klockner.

• Our newsletters were
published four times this year,
and e-mail blasts were sent
out in the interim to keep our
members updated on
pension and health benefits
by Editorial Chair Pamela
Washington, and Technology
Chair Carol Dziedzic.

• Our Government Relations
Co-Chairs Johanna Capasso
and Thomas Harrington
hosted pizza and postcards
in the fall, attended
legislative meetings and
functions with our
representatives, sent out
postcards to vote in the
primary, and followed closely
pending bills that impact us.

• Karen and Hector Bravo,
Website Co-Chairs, have
updated our website and
populate it with current news,
luncheon forms, colorful
designs, and links to
NJEA/NJREA.

• Our Constitution Chairperson
Frank Harsanyi, made
necessary changes to our
constitution to reflect the
need for virtual meetings due
to a pandemic or weather- 
related emergencies.

• JoAnne Bruno, Community
Services Chairperson,
organized several events to
benefit local non- profits, in
particular Clara’s Heart and
Homefront.

• Election Committee Chair Terri
Dresser Purcell worked
diligently to secure a slate of
officers for the 2022-2024 term.

• With the assistance of
NJEA’s Gregg Poserina, we
designed a new logo for
MCREA to bring us into the
21st century.

Whew!  That’s quite a list of 
achievements, so I believe we 
met our goals with a resounding 
YES! However, as we all know, 
there is no time to rest on our 
laurels.  The only way to maintain 
and improve is through hard 
work, a willingness to seek out 
solutions to overcome obstacles, 
and to use our power in numbers 
to forge ahead.  Thank you for 
being on this journey with us to 
form a more perfect MCREA for 
all.  Oh, and enjoy your summer 
vacation- you earned it! 

In Unity, 

My Farewell Address 
Susan Karolkewicz

I have been honored to serve as 
1st Vice President for MCREA for 
the past 5 years.  It is a pleasure 
to welcome Iris Tonti as your new 
1st VP. Iris is known to many of 
you as she has been MCREA’s 
Membership Chair. She has 
many hats…too numerous to 
mention here. I hope you will get 
to know Iris at our Spring and Fall 
Luncheon Meetings.

Once again, Mercer Oaks was 
our meeting place for the 2022 
Spring Luncheon /Meeting. 
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Members voted to approve our 
2022-2023 Budget along with a 
Constitutional change. Beth 
Thompson introduced the 
Budget and Frank Harsanyi 
explained the new Constitutional 
change. Fran Whitworth, 
Scholarship Chair, announced 
the 4 scholarship winners. See her 
article for information about 
these wonderful students.

Our Guest Speakers were Joan 
Wright, President of NJREA and 
Petal Robertson, Secretary-
Treasurer of NJEA. They were 
both energetic and informative. 
Thanks to both of them for their 
contribution to our Luncheon/ 
Meeting.

Thanks to Makenzie and the 
Mercer Oaks catering staff. 

Look for the announcement of 
the MCREA Fall Luncheon/ 
Meeting in our next newsletter.

Constitution
Frank Harsanyi 

At the MCREA luncheon on May 
11, 2022, we adopted a new 
addition to the Constitution and 
Bylaws to allow for electronic 
meetings in the event of 
pandemics or other 
emergencies. 

It is in Bylaws Article VI Section 2 
Meetings:  

In the event of a natural disaster, 
inclement weather, pandemic, 
or other emergency, the 
President may, with the 
concurrence of a majority of the 
Executive Board, authorize the 
conduct of Executive Board and 
General Membership 
meetings as electronic meetings. 

The President may authorize the 
conduct of Standing and Ad 
Hoc Committees as electronic 
meetings at any time. 

Membership 
News Iris Tonti

NJREA applications are usually 
sent to our current members at 
the end of April and the 
beginning of May, but this year 
applications will be delayed due 
to a change being considered by 
the Delegate Assembly. The NJEA 
Delegate Assembly is voting on a 
possible dues freeze on May 21, 
2022;  therefore, NJEA is unable to 
send renewals or applications for 
the 2022-2023 membership year 
until that vote is completed.  To 
avoid any confusion or under or 
over payments, NJEA has 
decided to delay the mailing of 
the 2022-2033 membership 
application until the Delegate 
Assembly has made a decision 
and certified the cost for 
membership.   

Once the application are printed 
with the appropriate cost for all 
dues levels, the applications will 
be mailed to the membership. 

Generic Renewal Applications 
should be available 
on njea.org during the first week 
of June.  If you know of a recent 
retiree or even a long-time retiree 
who would like to reconnect, 
please look for those applications 
at that time. When you do receive 
those applications, please 
remember to get them back 
before August 15th, so 
membership can be renewed 
before September 1st. 

COLA Update  

In March of 2022, the following 
update was sent out to all 
NJREA leaders. It’s incredibly 
important, so I’ve included it 
here too: 

“The economic security of our 
retired members is a top priority of 
NJEA/NJREA and we understand 
that the rising cost of living has a 
significant negative impact on 
everyone with a fixed income. We 
are also aware of the continued 
precarious condition of the 
pension system overall, as a result 
of more than 25 years of neglect 
by the state. We are fortunate 
that Gov. Murphy has made 
pension funding a top priority and 
has just this month pledged the 
second consecutive full pension 
payment in next year’s budget. 
We are on the path to recovery 
and pension stability but it will 
take many more years of 
responsible funding to get us all 
the way there. 

“We are currently working with 
actuaries who are experts in 
public pension systems to identify 
potential solutions that address 
the burden created by the 
elimination of the COLA without 
threating the pension system itself. 
We are also engaging in 
conversations about addressing 
the COLA issue with legislators 
and the administration. There are 
no easy solutions, but by moving 
to full funding, the state has at 
least begun to build the 
foundation necessary to achieve 
a better solution in the future.” 

And please know, that 
our Government 
Relations and Research 
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Divisions will continue to closely 
monitor the bill’s progress and 
provide updates as they arise. 

Scholarship  
Fran Whitworth     
Mary Jo Klockner 

MCREA Scholarship is pleased to 
announce our four 2022 
recipients. Each $1000 award is 
given to the following students: 
Nicole Filipowicz/Nottingham High 
School, Kylah Walters/ 
Nottingham High School, Taylor 
Kopczynski/Hamilton High School 
West, and Nicholas Schwing/ 
Steinert High School.  

Nicole will be attending Rider 
University and plans to become 
an environmental consultant. 
Kylah will attend Hofstra University 
in order to study law. Taylor is 
going to Towson University and 
hopes to become a 
dermatologist. Nicholas is enrolling 
at The College of New Jersey, 
entering the field of medicine. 
These four students have 
outstanding credentials both in 
high school and within their 
communities. 

Their transcripts and 
recommendations verified the 
high quality of achievement 
demonstrated by each of them 
respectively. Through their essays, 
the recipients shared their 
passions and goals.  

MCREA proudly stands behind all 
our students and we salute them 
for their achievements. Join us in 
acknowledging these four 
graduates in particular as we 
congratulate them.  

Thanks to those members for 
your continued support and 
commitment to Scholarship. 

MCREA Webpage 
Karen and Hector Bravo

When you are looking for timely 
information regarding various 
aspects of being a retired 
Mercer County educator 
check out the Mercer County 
Retired Educators’ Association 
Web Page!  The website is 
updated often.  Since new 
posts automatically post to the 
top of the page, make sure 
you scroll down to see the 
relevant posts which may be 
older. 

Since our last newsletter the 
website has included a variety of 
informative posts.   The post 
named “Up to Date information 
regarding Medicare Income 
Related Monthly Amount 
Adjustment (IRMAA) 
Reimbursements” had to be 
updated a number of times as the 
more current information became 
available.   

Other important posts were 
centered on “Warnings About 
Email Scam Targeting NJ Retirees” 
as well as new coverage 
information for Hamilton Dental 
Office and a “Dental Plan 
Contacts and Fact Sheet”.    

 If you needed information about 
including the form, you could 
have found it on our website as 
well.  Don’t forget to look at the 
“Community Service on 
Upcoming Homefront Projects”, 
not only before you head to our 
luncheon but afterwards as well 
as we have two meaningful 
projects scheduled in the near 
future.   

The form for the workshop on 
“What My Loved Ones Should 
Know”, which was a very 

informative workshop, was located 
on the Homepage and Events 
page.  Keep checking the Events 
page as you don’t want to miss 
any upcoming workshops! 

While our Constitution is being 
updated in the near future, you 
can view the Constitution on the 
website.  Click the tab labeled 
“About and Constitution”, scroll 
down to click on “Constitution &  
ByL-aws” which will bring you to 
the Constitution. 

Finally, as in-person get-
togethers are starting to occur 
again, photos of our Executive 
Board Meetings, the NJREA 
Spring Luncheon and MCREA 
Spring Meeting Luncheon can 
be found on the homepage 
under “MCREA Photographs”.   

The Mercer County Retired 
Educators’ Association Web 
Page link is 
www.mercercountyretiredea.org. 
Don’t forget to scroll to the 
bottom of that page for links to 
NJREA, NJEA along with NEA 
Retired and NEA. 

In Memoriam 

Margaret Asterino 
Mildred Emslie 
Gertrude Healy 
Doris E. Johnson 
Charles Yarnell 
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MCREA Elections 
Terri Purcell 

The newly elected officers of the 
MCREA have been sworn in by NJREA 
President Joan Wright on May 11 at 
our Spring General Membership 
Luncheon.  Their 2-year term begins 
June 1.   We have elected Cindy 
Braddock as President, Iris Tonti as First 
Vice President, Vanessa Richardson 
as Second Vice President, Janet 
Mariano as Recording Secretary, and 
Bill Tucker as Corresponding 
Secretary.   The position of Treasurer 
remains vacant and will be filled by 
an appointed member approved by 
the Executive Board until the next 
general election which will be held at 
our Spring Luncheon in 2024. 

 PAC Update 

Because there has been some 
slight confusion around exactly 
how PAC dollars can be used, I 
wanted to provide a quick 
reminder: PAC contributions are 
the only contributions that NJEA 
can make directly to an endorsed 
candidate. There are, however, 
circumstances that allow NJEA to 
use other resources to support 
broader campaigns, though we 
are not, by law, able to give any 
other funding directly to a 
candidates’ political campaign 
unless it’s PAC funding. As always, 
if you have questions about this, 
you can reach out to Al Beaver 
at abeaver@njea.org. 

 MCREA Community 
Joanne Bruno 

Homefront Summer Camp 
June 1 through July 1 
Our project is from June 1 to July 1 
and is for kids who are 
participating in the HomeFront 
Summer Camp.    

Items collected will be used for the 
snack bags we will be putting 
together for them.  You can put 
together a bag or buy one or more 
of the items and we will put the 
bags together.  If you do the bag, 
it would be nice if you would also 
decorate the outside as the kids 
apparently like that. 

Water bottles Applesauce  
fruit cups      Granola bar 
Bag of pretzels, goldfish, or healthy 
chips 

Drop off at the following sites: 

JoAnne Bruno 
35 Argonne Avenue, Yardville NJ 
609-217-0802 

Marsha Caldwell 
39 Van Drive, Bordentown NJ 
609-694-0492 

Additionally, there will be covered 
buckets in front by my driveway 
area with lids in case of rain.  Also, 
you can bring items for either 
collection with you even though it 
is after the first collection end date. 

Please note that in lieu of 
purchasing an item, you can send 
a check Payable to HomeFront 
and make a note in the memo line 
that it is from MCREA. Thank you for 
your continued support for our 
community service projects. 

MCREA Spring Luncheon 
Breathe
Thomas R. Harrington  

With each day, with each sunrise
We are thankful for the blessing of 
God’s new mercy
We are also aware that our days 
behind us 
Are now greater than those before us 
So with this revelation, with this 
cerebral epiphany

And trying not to let worry gain 
victory over worship
Nor stress success over trust
We don’t take life for granted
We simply breathe

We reflect on past victories, which 
prepared us for approaching 
challenges,
And we breathe 

We enjoyed past healings, which help 
us endure present pains
And we breathe
We’ve worked thru past hurts, thus 
gleaning strength for future tragedies 
And we breathe

We lament past lives and loves lost, 
all the while celebrating the joy and 
love of present relationships
And we breathe
We acknowledge the waste of past 
days, making us express thankfulness 
for each present moment
And we breathe 

For each moment of adulation or 
critique, we breathe
For each melodious songbird or 
buzzing bee, we breathe
For each warm summer breeze or 
cool winter chill, we breathe
For each radiant sunrise or bright 
moon beam, we breathe

MCREA 2022-2024 Executive Board with 
Joan Wright and Petal Robertson 
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For each arm extended to coldly 
push away or warmly embrace, we 
breathe 

For each second of lamentation or 
moment of joy, we breathe
For each heartbeat, whether 
sorrowfully broken or deeply loving, 
we breathe
So like our inflating lungs, our lives 
are filled each day with gratitude 
Like the circular air flow from nostrils 
to mouth, our hearts are fill in an 
unbroken connection to 
thankfulness 

Like the refreshing elevation of 
inhalation, our spirits are filled in 
praise for each given moment
So now we pause, close our eyes, 
and simply, yet fully, we BREATHE 

MCREA Executive Board 
 Cindy Braddock 

Iris Tonti 
Vanesa Richardson

Nancy Greener 
Bill Tucker 

Gene Gray 
     Joe Santo  

  Stacy Morgan Santo 
Gloria Sapnar 

Carmela DeMarco 
Joan Wright 
Lorraine Hall 

Beth Thompson 
JoAnne Bruno 
Frank Harsanyi 

Paul Everest 
Pamela Washington 

Shirley Hicks 
Johanna Caprisso 
Thomas Harrington 
Marsha Caldwell 

Emily Conti 
Arlene Rogers 
Donna Carson 

Howards Crossland 
Corrine Eigner 

Iris Tonti 
Terri Purcell 

Mary Jo Klockner 
Fran Whitworth 

Karen Aiello 
Carol Dziedzic 
Hector Bravor 
Karen Bravo 

Spring 
Luncheon 
Meeting 

at  
Mercer Oaks 
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If you have made any changes to 
your contact and mailing 
information, please send your 
name, address, phone number and 
email to 
mercerrea.membership@gmail.com.  
Especially if you have updated your 
NJEA profile. Thanks! 

MCREA News is 
published 
times a year. 
September

March 
June   

December 

OPT OUT 

It’s not too late …. if you 
are receiving both the 
printed and email 
versions of the 
newsletter, please 
consider switching to 
“Email Only”. It will save 
printing & production 
costs, assembling time 
and more.  

Email us at 
iristonti@msn.com and 
tell us you would like to 
OPT OUT of the print 
versions.   

MCREA Scholarship Inc. Fund DONATION FORM 

“In Memoriam” or celebratory donations can be made to the MCREA 
Scholarship Fund Inc. at any time. Please make your check payable 
to: MCREA Scholarship Fund Inc. and mail to: Fran Whitworth, 196 
Sparrow Drive, Hamilton, NJ 08690  

NAME______________________________________________________________ 
I am an ____________________ Annual  __________________ Life member.  

PHONE #__________________________  EMAIL _________________________ 

AMOUNT Enclosed: $ ______________________________________________ 
“In Memory Of”:  ________________________________________________  
“In Celebration Of”: _______________________________________________ 

IF YOU WISH US TO NOTIFY THE FAMILY OF THIS DONATION, PLEASE PROVIDE 
THEIR NAME AND ADDRESS. 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

http://mercercountyretiredea.org 

Facebook: Mercer Retired Educators’ Association (MCREA) 
Contact Cindy Braddock for permission. 

MCREA Contact List 

Cindy Braddock, President 
609-658-6116  

mcrea.president@gmail.com
------------------------------- 

Send your news to: 
Pam Washington 

pwashin429@aol.com
--------------------------- 

Membership to: 
Iris Tonti 

mercerrea.membership@gmail.com 

Mercer County Retired Educators’ Association 
Iris Tonti, Membership 
68 Bear Meade Dr. Hamilton NJ 08691-3332 
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